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,30paBso, jac cyMm AnaH. [lparo mMu e wWTo ce 3ano3HasMe.”
,11 He ce Bukaw AnaH, ce Bukaw dupom.”

,Monam?*

,Pupom. Ce Bukaw dDdupom, He AnaH.*

,Kako mucnmw?“

,E na, ®upom e nme WTOo TV ro gafoBMe jac 1 MouTe npujatenu.”

»,AMa jac ce Bukam AnaH. Taka oTcekorauw ce BukaB."

,OTcekoraw?”

.13, 0TKako Me nma.”

,Okej. Cnywaj Baka. TBoeTo HOBO uMe e dupom. IMeto AnaH e Beke 3aparteHo.”

.12 lWTO ako e 3acdhaTteHo. Toa My e nmeto. N gpyru nyfe ro kopucrar.*

,E Ma, HaMm He HY ce gonafa kora ro kopuctuw. Beke 3HaeMe HeKkOj gpyr wTo ce Buka AnaH u
aKo ro KopucTtuu, n3rnepai Kkako HatpanHuk.”

»,AMa T0a M1 e umMeTo.*

,Koe?*

»2ANaH.“

,He. Tn ce Bukaw ®dupom. AnaH ce Buka Hekoj opyr.*

,OKej, MOXew pna Me Bukaw Prpom ako cakau, ama jac nak cu ce smkam AnaH.”

,He, Tyky dunpom.*

,KaKko Moxelw Tu ga My KaxyBsau Kako ce Bukam?®

,ball Toa cera v ro rnpasam.”

,OKej, ajie MoXxew Taka [a Me BMKall, ama jac nak Ke UM ce npeTcTaByBaM Ha nyfe Kako
Anan.“

.Hema.”

,Kako Taka?”

,I1a, ako ro npaeuw T0a, TME CaMO OHaka Ke TU ce cMeaTt UM Ke UM buae HeynobHo."
»30WTO?"

,3aT0a WTOo ce Bukaw Pupom, 1 3atoa WTO MOXe Aa nMma camo efeH AnaH, a Tme Ke 3Haat
feka Tv He cn T10}.”

,LUTO Ke npaBuTe cera, Ke 36opyBaTe CO CUTE BO CBETOT M K€ M KaxXeTe AeKka UMETO HE MU €
BCywHOCT AnaH?“

»,AKO Mopame.*

AnaH 6nepo 3janaue BO Hero. A mucnele neka osa ke buae 3abasHa Bevep. bewe HerosmoT
18-Tn poneHaeH. Beyepsa 3Hayele KOHe4YHa HE3aBUCHOCT.

,E NMa MEeHe He MU e rajne 3a umMeto Pupom.*
,A KakBo ume bu cakan?“

~JAnaH.“

~Hema waHcn.”
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,dPNPOM 3BYy4M 4yOHO.“

,joraw nsbepu cu nogobpo nme."

,He 6e, jac cym cu AnaH.”

,Kako cakaw. Co cpeKka kora Ke cakaw na ybeauw Hekoro Bo 1oa.”

,Cnywaj, jac cym AnaH. Mounte poautenn 3HaaT geka cyM AnaH. bpakaTa u cectpute 3Haat
neka cym AnaH. Cute Tne Me Bukaat AnaH. Cute HajsaxHu nyfe BO MOjOT XMBOT Me BuKaat
Anan.“

,-1a? Kora nocneneH nat te ocnosuja?*

.He 3HaMm. Kora Bneroa H1U3 BpaTa 1 MK rnocakaa CpekeH pogeHaeH."

,He, HUKOj o4 HMB He Te Hapeye AnaH. CuTe ce cornacuja geka HoBOTO UMe Tu € dupom.
36opyBaBme geHec co HMB. CaMo noBeke cakaaT na He Te Bukaat durpom B nuue 3atoa WTo
3Haart feka ke 1 buae HenpujatHo. Crute ocBeH Toj YyaHMOT LBefaHnH Bo KowoT. Toj ywTe Te
Buka AnaH. Te Buka AnaH gypu n kora He cu Tyka. Onbusa na te Buka Pupom.”

AnaH, Ha KOro My ctaHa Hekako HenpujaTHo, bpnu nornen Hakaj LisefaHnHoT. AnaH egBaj na
ro nosHasawe. 3ap HaBMCTMHA Toa bele eAMHCTBEHMOT YOBEK BO cobaTa WTo ywTe ro Bukawe
AnaH?

,Okej, PrvpomM. Mopam na 6eram. Hectntkun 3a 18-0T1 poneHaeH. [lobpenojae Bo ceetot. Cera
cu cam co cebe. T nocakyBam ce Hajnobpo. A nako ®mpom e 4yaHO MMe, ro LieHaM Toa WTo
CW TONKY CMUPEH BO BPCKa Co T10a."

N cu oTtnpe.

A ®upom nornegHa Haokony no cobarta, He CoOCeMa CUrypeH BO WTO [a Bepysa.

AnaH CteBo ,

PoneH Bo Yukaro, Amepurka
no notekno Cnoeak, MOMeHTanNHo xusee B0 bpatncnaea, Cnosayka

NpPeBOL Of aHr IMCKU
Wnwja OnmmTtpoBsckn

FYROM

“Hi, my name’s Allan. Pleased to meet you.”

“You're name’s not Allan, your name’s Fyrom.”

“Excuse me?”

“Fyrom, Fyrom’s your name. Not Allan.”

“How do you figure?”

“Well, Fyrom’s a name my friends and | came up with for you.’
“But my name’s Allan. That's the name I've always had.”
“Always?”

H
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“Well, ever since I've been around.”

“Ok. Well, listen. Your new name is Fyrom. The name Allan’s already been taken.”

“So what if it's taken. I's my name. Other people can use it too.”

“Well, we don't like it when you use it. We know somebody else called Allan and if you use it, it
makes you seem like an imposter.”

“But it's my name.”

“What is?”

“Allan.”

“No. Your name’s Fyrom. Allan is somebody else’s name.”

“Okay, you can call me Fyrom if you want, but my name’s still Allan.”

“No, it isn’t. It's Fyrom.”

“How are you going to tell me what my name is?”

“That’s what I'm doing right now.”

“Okay, well you can call me that, but I'm still going to introduce myself to people as Allan.”
“No you won'’t.”

“What do you mean?”

“Well, if you do that, they’ll just sort of laugh at you uncomfortably.”

“Why?”

“Because your name’s Fyrom, and there can only be one Allan, and they will know you aren’t
him.”

“What are you going to do, talk to everyone in the world and tell them my name’s not really
Allan?”

“If we have to.”

Allan stared blankly at him. He had hoped this would be kind of a fun evening. It was his 18th
birthday. Tonight meant independence at last.

“Well, | don’t care for the name Fyrom.”

“Which name would you prefer?”

“Allan.”

“Not possible.”

“Fyrom sounds weird.”

“Pick a better name then.”

“Nope, I'm Allan.”

“Have it your way. Good luck trying to convince anyone of that.”

“Listen, I'm Allan. My parents know I'm Allan. My brothers and sisters know I'm Allan. They all
call me Allan. All the most important people in my life call me Allan.”

“Yeah? When was the last time they did that?”

“I don’t know. When they walked in the door and wished me happy birthday.”

“No, none of them called you Allan. They’ve all agreed that your new name is Fyrom. We spoke
to them earlier today. They just prefer not to call you Fyrom to your face because they know it
will bother you. All except for that weird Swedish guy in the corner. He’s still calling you Allan.
He even calls you Allan when you’re not around. He refuses to call you Fyrom.”

Allan looked over at the Swedish guy kind of uncomfortably. Allan barely even knew him. Could
that really be the only person in this room still calling him Allan?
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“Okay, Fyrom, I've gotta run. Congratulations on turning 18. Welcome to the world. You're on
your own now. | wish you all the best. And even though Fyrom’s a weird name, | appreciate you
being so good about this.”

And he walked away.

And then Fyrom looked around the room, not quite sure what to believe.
Allan Stevo,
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